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ACTIVITY!

Project from Amazing Kitchen Chemistry Projects You Can Build Yourself

ALKA-SELTZER ROCKET

Part 1

Caution: Never point the film canister at

someone once you have closed the lid. Keep
your own face away from the lid. Wear goggles

to protect your eyes. Also, Alka-Seltzer

contains aspirin. Don’t eat it and keep it away
from small children and pets. Do this activity

outside!

Fill the film canister about half full
with warm water. You should have your

goggles on. Add half an Alka-Seltzer
tablet to the water with one hand. With the
other, quickly snap on the canister lid.

Place the canister on a hard surface,
2 outside, with the lid facing up. Stand

back and count how long it takes for
the lid to pop off.

Try this again and vary the amount
of water and Alka-Seltzer or the
temperature of the water. Remember

to only change one thing at a time. What
makes the best rocket?

Check out more ti

Tips if you're having trouble:

If your lid is not exploding off, it is
probably because the lid on the
canister is not tight enough. Try using
a film canister that has a lid that fits
inside, not one that fits around the
outside of the canister. You can also
try using another container that has
a lid that fits snugly but doesn’t
screw on, such as the lid on some
antacid tablets.

+Supp|Ljies.

e eye goggles

¢ 3 or more film canisters
with lids that snap inside,
usually clear or white,
available free anywhere
that develops photos

e water

e several Alka-Seltzer
tablets, original formula,
from the drugstore

* heavy paper or cardstock
e markers

e sturdy tape, such as
masking tape
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Part 2
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